CE-96l; Gibson's Green Farm C. 1856

_ Gibson's Green Farmhouse is a pape example of & three room
pPlan house in southern Cecil County;_one of two known at the
moment., The house is an interesting example of how derivative
continental houge Plans survive well‘into the 19th Century in a
predominantly English Pel¥igion, The,structure has bgén_altered~
with the change of the roof slope and interior remoldelings;

This, however, does not change its architectural significance too
muech since it is such an uncommon house type in the iﬁdewatergﬁrea.
Part of the reason ror‘this unusual plan in‘§outhern Cecil

County may be in the fact that Thomas Van Dyke was owning the
property in 1877 and began settlement in the County around 1836,
He had left Kent County, Md, Cecil County tax records begin recording

a hew house on Gibson's Green Farm in 1856 with the value set at

$600,00 along with a new barn at an equal assessment,
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GIBSON'S GREEN FARM
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The farmhouse on Gibson's Green Farm circa 1856 is a two and one-half
story three bay by four bay frame three room plan house on Route 213 just north
of Cecilton, Maryland. The house faces south with the main gable ruming on a
north/south axis.

1 The main block has a two story kitchen wing that extends to the west and
is three bays across by one room deep. The entire ; :

house rests on a granite and fieldstone foundation with a full basement under
the main block. The house is covered with a medium sloped composition tile
Foof with extended eaves. The roof was reported by the owners to have been a
hip roof with shallow -pitch and subject to leakage so the ragﬁ was, changed to a
common gable. The exterior weatherboard has remained under the
western shed addition but has otherwise been covered with aluminum siding.

The south facade (main) is three bays across with an entrance is the
eastern most opening. The four panel door has ogee molded inset and a slightly
beaded trim. A three light transom is found overhead. Two six—over-six sash
occupy the two western bays. Two six—over—-six lights illuminate the second
floor and a diamond window pierces the gable end. A flat roofed front porch
covers the entrance and adjacent window and is supported by Poric colums with
a full entablature overhead.

The eastern side is four bays deep with an entrance in the northern
opening. Three six—over—six windows occupy the other openings and four
identical sash 1light the second floor. A box cornice with bed molding
stretches across directly above the sash. An identical porch protects this
entrance and adjacent bay. ;

The northern side of the main block has a central 19th Century sash with
two smaller lights on each side. There are two six-over-six sash on the secord
floor and a diamond attic light. A central brick stove stack rises out of the
main block. ; 50 - -

The west side is primarily covered with the sgoam story kitchen wing
with a shed roof porch attached to the main block and protecting the kitchen
entrance. According to the owners the present dining room (eastern wing room)
and room above were not always enclosed. The space separated the main house
and kitchen originally but was later enclosed. The six-over-six sash are
smaller than the main block but are simalarly plain. Pintels do remain on the
surrounds throughout the house but the shutters do not. The west end of the
kitchen is covered by the shed addition. A brick stove stack rises out of the
gable end. The north side of the kitchen is simalarly detailed with six—over—
six on both floors. A larger six-over-six gash is found in the eastern second

loor bay which would substantiate a different building stage from the kitchen
structure.

: The interior of the main block has been moderately remodeled but retains
most of its mid 19th Century woodwork. Four panel grained doors with porcelain
door knobs are found throughout with beveled door surrounds. Built-in cup-
boards are found in the nortern room that runs the length of the house. The
-front parlor is approximately square in the southeastern corner of the house

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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GIBSON'S GREEN FARM (Continued) CE-964

with the stair in a separate narrow room to the west of the parlor. The stair
according to the owners was removed from another house and installed  here.
The mantels are typical mid-century forms with simple pilasters,uplain frieze
and thick shelf.

The kitchen wing is typically covered with a narrowly beaded gboard with
winder stair in the northwest corner. Detailing throughout the rest of the
house remains along the same lines or more plain.

Noteable outbuildings that remain include a log meat house built with
half dovetailed corner notching and steeply pitched gable roof with a wood
shingle sheathing. The logs are covered with a vertical board sheathing and a
door is found in the southern side. The fascia is nailed to the rafter ends
but no soffit was attached. The structure measures 10'11'" x 9'9".

A granary is found down the lane to the north of the house and is a
typical two story form with side cribs and central passage. Other more recent
chicken coops and cow barn are found directly north of the house. An iron
windmill is located in the midst of these later structures. Thorn hedge
fences line some lanes ard according to the owner was the accepted mode of out-
lining fields and property lines.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

GIBSON'S GREEN FARM SIGNIFICANCE

The Gibson Green farm is a rare example of a three room plan
house in southern Cecil County; one of two known at the moment. The
house although late is an interesting example of how derivative
German plans do survive well into the mid 19th Century. The structure
has been significantly altered with the changing of the roof and
remodeling inside. This, however, does not fade its architectural
significance too much since it is such a uncommon house type in the
tidewater area. The log meat house is also another rare survivor of

- the farm complexes. The other buildings are not particularly unusual
but do complete the expected farm complex of buildings.

Part of the reason for this unusual plan in southern Cecil
County may be in the fact that Thomas Van Dyke was owning the
property in 1877 and begimning settlement around 1836, after leaving
Kent County, Maryland. Tax records begin recording a new house on
Gibson's Green farm in 1856 with the value set at $600.00 along with
a new barn at $600.00 also. It is highly probable this is the present
farmhouse. = - ) o .

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FJIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SERPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE ‘; COUNTY -
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / FITLE
RAUHL Psul B. Touart Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
cecil Cointy Committee 11/29/79
STREET & NUMBER ) TELEPHONE
Cecil Coutmiy Courthouse P 2%88398~7568
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Llkton Maryland 21921

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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